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Welcome to Mashjar Juthour!

This is a special place full of trees, shrubs and wild animals. We hope that you enjoy the time
you spend here.While we could take you and your kids on a guided walk, we thought we
would make you this packet so you can learn with your kids, and together as a family explore
Juthour and all the native trees of Palestine we have here.

Just hold up the card to a tree and see if the leaves match. Then read and learn about these very
special trees of Palestine.We think it's essential to teach our community about how important
the trees of Palestine are so we can all take better care of them. If you have any questions, we'd

love to help! _
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I'm a Palestine Oak
Sometimes I'm called a Common Oak.

Did you know I'm always green. It's called evergreen when
a tree doesn't shed leaves in the winter. That’s me, I'm
evergreen! | stay green and full of leaves all year.

My leaves are dark green and shiny and they stay on

me for 2 or even 3 years before they fall off. | never shed
all my leaves at the same time. Even when | shed some of
the older leaves, | still have so many you can’t even tell |
shed any.

When | shed leaves, they fall to the ground around my trunk
and atop my roots.Over the years, those leaves decay
and become fertile soil that feeds me.

If I'm lucky, and no one damages me, my trunk could be

up to 15 meters tall and 2 meters wide when | grow up.
I wish! If | get that big, you could climb me and even make
a tree house.

| make new baby oak trees by dropping my fruit, called
acorns, into the soil.They can sprout a new tree, if the
birds don't steal them to eat.

Did you know there are 5 different kinds of oak trees in
Historic Palestine? And did you know that near Hebron,
there’s a Palestine Oak that is 850 years old. | hope | live
that long!
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| am a Spiny Broom

I'm very spiny. Be careful when you touch me or you
might get poked.

People think I'm just dead brush all winter, but I'm
deciduous so | just shed all my leaves and I'm basically
sleeping.

But in the spring | start growing my green leaves again and
then | even make bright yellow flowers.

Because I'm quite short, like a bush, | can"t get more than
3 meters tall but | do get wide.When | make flowers in
the spring, because there are so many Spiny Brooms like
me, we can cover the hillside in yellow.

| make a fruit too, and it is full of seeds. The fruit is dark
reddish-brown and has between 3 to 15 seeds in it that fall
out in the summer time.
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| am a Carob Tree

| don't grow as tall as a Palestine Oak, but | can grow as
high as 10 meters tall, which is still pretty big.

My bark is usually a grey-brown but if you look at the part
where I'm growing new leaves, at the very tip, you'll see
that my bark is a reddish-brown.

Every autumn, | bloom with flowers. They give off a
strong smell that most people think is unpleasant. But
it draws the insects to me, and the insects carry pollen
between me and the other carob trees so we can reproduce
and make new baby carobs.

| make a fruit that is sweet like honey. Many people
make carob drink from my fruit.

And did you know that in old times, my fruit was used
as a measure of weight, equal to 1/ 5 of a gram?

| grow wild in the hills of Palestine and my fruit is
eaten by people and by animals.
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| am called Syrian Pear

Unlike the Palestine Oak trees that are all around me, | am

not an evergreen. | lose all my leaves in the winter and
make all new leaves in the spring.

Many people think I'm especially beautiful once a year when
| am full of flowers in March and April. Even though |
am beautiful, people don’t think my flowers smell good.

At the end of summer I make a fruit that looks like a small,
green pear. It ripens to become softer and yellowish
brown. When it's that color, | can feed you. | think you'll
love eating my fruits!

| only grow in the Middle East, high up in the hills. And
| am the only wild pear tree that grows in all of Historic
Palestine.
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I am a Terebinth Tree

I'm deciduous. | lose my leaves for the winter. In the
spring | begin making new leaves.

If no one hurts me, | can grow to be 10 meters tall. But
if people or animals damage me, I'll always be a little bush.

And if they damage my trunk, | will leak a sticky, sweet
resin. It smells like mango.

In April | bloom with red flowers. Then | make a fruit
with a sweet pulp. It turns pink and orange and red and
even bluish purple. Birds love to eat them and then they
drop my seeds in the ground, and those seeds can make
new trees. But be careful if you eat the fruits...first make
sure there are no aphids inside or you'll eat bugs.

If you chew on my fruit, it might make your stomach feel
better or even help your toothache. Some people even boil
my bark to help with eczema and hemorrhaging.

When you see me, you will usually see a Palestine Oak
nearby. We like to grow together.

Did you know that sometimes people graft a pistachio nut
tree onto me, making us grow as one.Then | produce nuts!
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I'm a Cultivated Olive Tree

Not only am | a special symbol of Palestine, I'm also
the most commonly found tree throughout the land
because so many farmers plant me and rely on my fruits
and oil.

I'm an evergreen, just like the Palestine Oak. My leaves
last for 3 years before they fall off, but they don't all fall off
at the same time so I'm always green. My leaves are silver
on the bottom and greyish green on top.

Inside my trunk is hollow. It's natural decay that makes
me like that. But it means that people can't always figure
out my exact age like they do with other trees.

In April and May | make tiny flowers. The petals fall and
what is left becomes my fruit. The olive fruits are harvested
in October every year. People pickle them or crush them
for oil.

Did you know the oil from my leaves is also useful? It's
good for your skin. You could make a tea from my leaves
and drink it.

Around the world, there are 40 species of olive trees.
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| am an Eastern Strawberry Tree
I'm an evergreen tree.

People usually recognize me because of my red bark. It's
smooth and beautiful.

Every year around April or May my bark becomes like paint
that is peeling. | shed it all and underneath | have fresh
new bark that is light green. Over the year it gets
darker and pinker until it's beautiful red again.

Usually | don’t get very tall, but nearby Mashjar Juthour
is a place where there is an Eastern Strawberry Tree that
is 6 meters tall! You should go see it. When we get older,
our branches become twisted. The tall tree | told you
about has beautiful twisted branches, and some day mine
will become like hers!

In March and April | make flowers that have a sweet
nectar.

Bees and insects come and pollinate my flowers so
that they become delicious fruits. In the autumn you can
eat my fruits that are red berries. They remind people of
strawberries, so that's why | am named a Strawberry Tree.

Did you know there are 18 species of Strawberry Trees
around the world?






oLl 8yauds il

Juay i J.;a.ol Juw) gai Joh i Jual 1l uu_|| @)
Iaa duage 998l ol (ko G4 . (I de Gapio ] dgh
jLLOI d.v_uluua

alalll Cigun Jaiy alill pgaig ,j.mjl H] jl.llg Oluasi pguis o
jlo.l.).o&.luu:\

digoiiung uijind o gesall Gl pulill ol aysall oL

e logy (ung «clwill (ouhll adell (fag Jlgill (o

Jbiglag duyell a_ﬂ_l_u.m_ll dhgy g @ Joun OG0A i
(poalall

U.ouiouUngJug_wJ|uauJJ|pJJ|a_o_bmumbn_og.m| Lil
el U.odp|<m_o_|k5| U skl

g

y93ajff)io
WashTaT Tuthour

| am a Mastic Tree. Some call me

a Lentisk Tree

Even though | don’t get very tall (maybe if I'm lucky I'll
become 2 meters), | can get very wide and spread out
to 4 meters.

In April and May | make flowers. The wind pollinates
my flowers and then | make a fruit.

People have historically taken a resin from my bark. It's
gummy and they used it for a spice and a healing herb for
women. Today it is still used in mastic ice cream and turkish
delight candies.

| only grow in the Mediterranean region, and not in any
other part of the world.
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I'm a Spiny Hawthorn

Just like the Syrian Pear, | shed my leaves in winter, which

means I'm not an evergreen; I'm deciduous. | make new
leaves every year around February.

| may have lots of spiny thorns on my branches, but |
also make beautiful flowers and delicious berries.
My flowers open in a clump of ten together, almost like a
natural bouquet. If you want to see them, visit me in April.

When you want to eat my berries (you'll know they are
ripe when they turn yellow), you can shake me and all
my ripe berries will fall off for you. That way you don’t have
to touch my spines.

| have fruit to eat in the autumn. You should come and
taste my berries. They are delicious and full of vitamin C.
They are so delicious that insects love to eat them, so be
sure you pick them before the bugs!

Often times, small birds make their nests at the top of
my tree because I'm very dense there.

People appreciate me because my fruit, berries, leaves
and even my bark and roots can be used. Some people
make a tea from me to strengthen their hearts and lower
their blood pressure.

I am one of 4 different kinds of Spiny Hawthorn trees in
Historic Palestine.
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| am a Palestine Buckthorn Tree

My name is Palestine Buckthorn because | grow all over
Palestine. There are a lot of Palestine Buckthorns.

Usually we get to be around 1 or 2 meters tall, but if
we're lucky and have moist ground, we can grow up to 4
meters tall.

I'm deciduous and in the winter when | have shed all my
leaves, | look a lot like a Hawthorn because we both have a
lot of spiny thorns.

But you can tell that I'm a Buckthorn when my leaves start

growing in January and February. They are shaped like
a tear drop.

In March and April | make fragrant flowers that are
yellowish green and very small, so look closely to see them.

In the summer | create a delicious fruit that is black and
tiny.
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